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HOSTA (FUNKIA) CULTURE IN KUTAISI BOTANICAL GARDEN

Nunu Diakonidze

Researcher, Kutaisi Botanical Garden, Kutaisi, Georgia
Nino Khonelidze

Researcher, Kutaisi Botanical Garden, Kutaisi, Georgia

Abstract

Hosta (Funkia) belongs to Liliaceae family. It combines about 40 species. Its homeland
is Japan, China and Korea.

The work represents the bio-ecological peculiarities of Hosta ‘’Cascades, H.”Fire and
Ice’, H.”Halcyon”, H.”Night before Christmas”, H.”Sieboldiana var. Elegans”, H.undulata
“univitata” - cultivation in Kutaisi Botanical Garden.

Hosta is a perennial, beautiful, petal-decorative, shadow resistant, herbaceous plant. The
leaves are egg-shaped lancet, elongated, and sharpened to a point of 14 cm length and 6 cm
width. Every species has different coloring: blue, green, grey and yellowish-goldfish, with
wide range of colors and tones. The floral stem is up to 70 cm long without leaves and the
bell-shaped flowers are tied together. They are light lilac, rarely white and blossom in June
and July. The fruit is matrix with black or brownish seeds.

Hosta can grow on the same place about 8-10 years. In our conditions, Hosta does not
produce seeds after blossom. Therefore, the best way of its reproduction is vegetative — by
shrub division. They divide the plant after 4 or 5 years, in early spring, when the temperature
reaches up to 10-13 degrees and the plant begins vegetation. In late autumn, the plant dies and
goes back to rest.

Due to the beauty of leaves and flowers, all of the six cultivars of Hosta are the best for
decorating corners and alpinariums.They use Hosta for a unit or massive planting. The cut
leaves have high endurance in water, for that reason, it is widely used in buquet decorations.

In Southern and Northern part of Asia, they use Hosta for healing purposes and in
culinary. Hosta is of highly resistant to pests and diseases.



