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Cerastium argenteum M. Bieb. Culture

in Kutaisi Botanical Garden
Luiza Gorgodze
Researcher, Kutaisi Botanical Garden, Kutaisi, Georgia
Elene Khutsishvili

Researcher, Kutaisi Botanical Garden, Kutaisi, Georgia
Abstract

The work represents the introduction issues of wild herbaceous plant — Cerastium
argenteum M. Bieb. in Kutaisi Botanical garden. There have been studied the plant’s
bio-ecological peculiarities, cultivation conditions, propagation techniques and
perspectives of its use in garden compositions.

Cerastium argenteum is rare endemic species in Georgia. It grows in dry and
rocky habitats of Eastern Georgia. Scientific novelty of the research work is a
comprehensive study of the culture in Western Georgia, namely Imereti region.
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Researches have been made in Kutaisi Botanical Garden on the experimental plot of
budding department. The plant was propagated by seeds and vegetation. The best result
is by vegetation and the optimal period is autumn, though sometimes it might be
spring.

According to the conducted research, it has been concluded, that Cerastium
argenteum is fully adopted to the local conditions, it is highly drought and frost
resistance plant. Diseases and pests had not been observed during the research period.

Cerastium argenteum is characterized by development changeability amazing
colors of the vegetative mass the whole year. In early spring, it is light silver, in late
autumn it is dark grey, and in winter it is lilac due to frosty days.

Cerastium argenteum does not require the special conditions of agrotechnical
activities. Accordingly, it is rather perspective to use the plant in different elements of
flower parterres as clumps, rabattes and alpinarium and is especially beautiful for
decorating stone plots, for filling spaces between rocks and stones; besides, in botanical
gardens and in green constructions of cities, every season of the year.
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