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Kelasuri natural monuments(karstic grottoes), historical
monuments(Kelasuri

Great Wall) and tourism development prospects in Abkhazia
Lia kopaliani
Candidate of Agricultural Sciences, Associate Professor, Akaki Tsereteli State University,
Kutaisi, Georgia.
Natalia jincharadze
Academic Doctor of Agricultural Sciences, Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi,
Georgia.
Noe Kopaliani
Senior Student, Ivane Javakhishvili State University, Thilisi, Georgia.
Anano Mushkudiani
Junior Student, lvane Javakhishvili State University, Thilisi, Georgia.

Abstract
Keywords: Kelasuri, caves, wall of Abkhazia, river, sea.

the paper studies natural karstic grottoes on the left bank of river Kelasuri and less well-
known V century historical monument. Abkhazian Great Wall or Kelasuri Great Wall which
protected Samurdzakano from the North Caucasus people’s invasions.

The aim of our work is to represent sights, karstic grottoes and Kelasuri Great Wall
located near the river Kelasuri to the society. These places were familiar to the local population,
to some of the tourists travelling in Sokhumi, to the colleagues of Georgian University of
Subtropical Agriculture and their students who went on excursions and walking tours there.

The first grotto entrance has a pipe shape and can be entered only crawling. This hole is
of forty meters long. “Crawling hole” becomes wider and goes down into the ground. There are
big halls of approximately 30 meters high and on the depth of 60 meters there is a system of
beautiful lakes. There is also an underground river in the depth of 360 meters and the temperature
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is 12° Celsius.

In the twentieth century(until the war), Kelasuri karstic grottoes attracted tourists from
different parts of Georgia. They often visited them and the route finished at 25-meter depth. To
continue the route, they needed special equipment for alpinists.

Kelasuri Great Wall also deserves our interest. Its remains are still along the left bank of
Kelasuri. The walls are of 6 meters high and 2-3 meters wide. There are some towers too.

The wall begins at the mouth of the river Kelasuri and is of 60 km long and terminates at
river Enguri confluence. Nowadays only fractures of 279 towers are left there. The wall existed in
the earlier centuries and its reconstruction is connected to Levan Dadiani period. He ordered
feudals to take care of the defence of the region. Besides, he tried to promote trading and protect
the population from future attacks.

Abkhazian Great Wall, Kelasuri Wall is mentioned in Georgian historical works. Juansher
mentions “Kelasuri Wall” while writing about VIII century historical events. Situated on one of
the most important place, it fortified the road coming from the north Caucasus to the Black Sea.

Since Georgia becomes united, it is necessary to continue complex, planned speleological
and geophysical studies of Kelasuri grottoes.

Natural monument — Kelasuri grottoes, should become well equipped and let lovers of
grotto tourism travel there. We should also protect the remains of Kelasuri walls which are
situated on the territory of Georgia. It will promote the development of tourism and bring
economic benefit not only to the local population but to the country itself too.
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