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Abstract

Keywords: cattle, pasture, food base, farm

Table Nel shows the development of private sector farms, mainly in high-mountainous

regions. Nowadays, dairy/livestock farms that in earlier times existed inthe villages: Korbouli (800
cows), Sachkhere, Rodinauli (600 cows), Zestafoni, Khoni - (800 cows), Mandaeti (400 cows),
Chiatura are not functioning anymore. In the transition period, the Must-Do thing was to maintain
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livestock (Industries) enterprises only by changing their form which in itself would procure the
production of products and would not cause dissatisfaction of the population for occupying
backyard spaces.

The destruction of some complexes contributed to the inadequate land privatization. The
sharp decline of the industrial potential of dairy farms/enterprises of Rodinauli (Zestafoni) and
Sakulia(Tskaltubo) was caused by the misdistribution of land areas by population. Meeting the
basic needs of the population for products at the expense of its resources is highly dependent on
animal husbandry production and economic productivity.

Unique breeds of sheep and goats are maintained in Imereti. It is noteworthy that Imeretian
sheep's genetic potential has been and will be the subject of deep scientific study worldwide. The
growth of this direction is demand-oriented, though it is necessary to increase the number of farms
and herd/flocks, the growth of the number of ewes in flocks, milking, periods of other processes
and means of mechanization. After overcoming the problem of standardized nutrition of the sheep
it is necessary to form a reliable mixed nutritional base. Intensive development of big-farming is
important for the region. With the efficiency of meat, production pork occupies the leading position
among other species. From one ewe there can be got 1, 8-2t pork per year and thus high-calorie
meat can be provided for the population. The main directions of pork production are: stationary,
semi-stationary, grouping, field-grazing and nomadic.

Hare breeding has a long tradition in the region, it is one of the important reserves of dietic
meat and fur. This direction can quickly become profitablewith proper storage conditions, care,
nutrition, and maintenance cycles. It is necessary to breed new Georgian special species’ hares
(Bred by California, New Zealand, and Georgian Zoo-Veterinary Institute).

Animal husbandry development can be divided into three main stages:

1) Improving the food base;
2) Raising the level of animal care, treatment, and storage;
3) Animal husbandry breeding improvement.

Food production is a less developed direction nowadays. Animal husbandry demand for food
in the country is about two and a half million tonnes. Food supply in both sectors does not exceed
50-60%. The consumption of food per item will increase, and the rate of satisfaction will decrease
if there is taken into consideration the value of food and the provision of protein.

Georgia is a small country and therefore the main effort for strengthening the food chain
base should be to increase harvesting and improve food quality. The most important, realistic way
to strengthen the food base is to breed crops, which is also one of the ways to rationalize land use
and harvest in critical periods such as late fall (October, November and first half of December) and
early spring (February, March, and April, the first half). Animal husbandry food base is further
weakened by disruptions in forage preparation technologies that on the other hand increase losses,
the utilization rate is falling and indicators of nutritional value are reducing. While haymaking the
time of green mass harvesting is not ruled, often the grass is mowed down very late, when the
plant is ripe and loses significant nutrients. Additionally while drying up there are noticed some
problems, such as: wetting, withering and other processes that further deteriorate the quality of
food.

Low (Animal husbandry) productivity coupled with poor food quality is conditioned cause
of pre-feeding measures that are not taken into consideration. Food mingling plants are not used
that decreases forage utilization rates. Food expenses and the cost of products are increased per
unit. Combined usage of physical, chemical, biological and thermal methods of food mingling can
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double the nutritional value of straw. Combined silos production for livestock and poultry
production is of great importancenowadays, especially when a grain-forage deficiency is quite
significant. It is known that 70-80% of wine and poultry portion is represented by concentrated
food (In the best case), in fact, more often it is 100%. The production or use of combined or special
silos in pork and poultry food allows reducing the comparative rate of concentration up to 60-70%
which will save a thousand tones grain-forage.

Measures should be taken into consideration in order to increase the productivity and rational
use of natural grasslands and pastures. One of the important reserves for animal husbandry
production in the region is land reclamation as well as terrace land and improvement of cultivable
land. The development of farms requires small-scale techniques and the adoption of new
technologies for mechanized processing of cultivated areas.

The results of the 2004 census clearly show the prospects for field development and the main
focus for cattle breeding. The state's attitude in this regard is important, financial support is
expected based on the priority of the state's agricultural policy - implying professional development
activities for the farmers in the frames of the grant projects.
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