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How to Create a Small Oasis
Ekaterine Gubeladze
Academic doctor, Associated professor, Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi, Georgia

Abstract
Keywords: Oasis, pool, pond, plant.

A modern style of a garden cannot be perfect without any water details in its design.
Therefore, a sunny, open space away from trees and shadows is recommended. Well-planned and
arranged water elements are easy to care and at the same time, it is a guarantee of a joyful mood.
While creating water elements it is important to arrange them correctly. A garden arranged on a
wetland blurs the border between a pool and other objects of a garden and creates unusual
conditions for growing some plants. The garden arranged on a rocky ground can retain its natural
look if it is decorated with artificial details.

The following tools and resources are used for designing a mini pool: aquatic plants, tiles,
pots, a substrate of a basin, flexible substrates, sifted construction sand, double-sided tape, sharp
knife, poles, scales, hand mask, brick, stone, paving tiles, fabrics, a spade, water compost, gravel. A
pool that has not frequent maintenance should be as large as possible and regardless of the shape
must be covered (The surface area of at least 5 m2). In order not to heat water too much in summer
and not to freeze in winter, the area of its territory should be at least 60cm in depth. For underwater
plants that have roots in water and twigs and leaves in the air, the planting shelf (23 cm wide)
should be located at a depth of 15cm from the water surface. It is necessary to check if there is no
barrier before the excavation of a land area.

The mini pool can be solid, already ready, or can be made by special elastic pads. Solid
basements are made of plastic or fiberglass, and a wide range of sizes and shapes can fit the styles
of most gardens. Subsidiaries are usually smaller, have less space for underwater plants, though
require lots of effort for proper design and arrangement. As for elastic pads, they are made of raw
rubber or a super-resistant polyethylene. It is possible to fold its corners for getting a rectangular or
square shape, which is especially suitable for plain mini-pools, which are designed according to
taste. Pads can be easily damaged, especially on stony ground. It is important to match the paving
style and material with the visual sides of the pond and other materials that are used. An
asymmetrical pond looks best when it is arranged with straight contours. The asymmetrical puddle
can be paved with uneven slabs, with small pebbles that follow the curved contours of the puddle
along its entire length.

To arrange a ready-made pad, it is necessary to replace a ready form of the pool on the ground
and fasten the ridges around the shores, draw the contour of the ridges with a rope or sand, then
remove the ridges and dig the soil into the required depth according to the contour, place pieces of
rectangular plank on the edges of the excavated pit and check the horizontal accuracy and a depth
level with a plumb, then remove large stones and insert the ready-made pool shape into the pit,
remove or add soil as needed and check the correctness of the pool, then remove a pool shape. In
the case of sandy soil, the pit must be filled with sand. When the pool is finally placed in the pit,
re-check the setting, fill in the blanks around the pool with sand or loamy soil, and necessarily start
filling the pool with water. Together with increasing the level of water add more soil. Leave the
pool intact before filling the plants so that it fits well and sits in the soil. Special plastic baskets
should be used for planting, as well as a substrate for aquatic plants - it fully meets the needs of the
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flora and reduces the growth of aquatic plants.

Pond plants can be grouped according to the depth of water that needs to be grown. For
example, a herbaceous deep-water plan like water-lily is common in almost every region of the
world. It grows in lakes, ponds, and sluggish rivers. It starts flowering from June and lasts
throughout the summer. Their beautiful flowers close in the evening. The general condition of the
pond must be normal because their leaves fall to the surface of the water and produce shadows,
which prevents water-plants from multiplying. The roots of marginal plants are in the water but, the
stems and leaves grow on the surface. Most plants complete flowering in a very short time: from
late spring to late summer. To create a beautiful view, beautiful plants must be added to the
collection, such as water lilies, Japanese lilies, or lake canes that bloom for months. As for the
submerged plants in the water, they are not decorative but play an important role in creating a
suitable environment for the pond. These plants use excess sources of nutrients that would
otherwise have been consumed by water moss or aquatic plants. They also provide water with
oxygen saturation. They grow well on the banks of rivers and lakes and is found in western
Georgia. It is better to choose water lilies, including only those varieties that are satisfied with the
small depth of a mini-pond.

All gardeners are not able to find an exact place and resources to create a full-fledged garden
with a pond. So well-planned and properly arranged water elements would be an brilliant
alternative to create a small oasis in yards.
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