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Domestic Tourism: Demand for Rural Recreation in Post-Pandemic

Conditions (Imereti)
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Abstract
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Tourism is one of the fastest growing and most important sectors of the Georgian economy.
This is confirmed by the annual increase in the number of foreign visitors, whose number increased
by 48% in 2019 compared to 2015 and amounted to 9.4 million [2, Georgian National Tourism
Administration, 2020]. The share of tourism in Georgia's GDP is 8.1% [1, according to the 2019
National Statistical Office].

The pandemic has dealt the biggest blow to tourism in the world, and Georgia is no
exception. In view of the importance of tourism for our country, one of the first anti-crisis plans
developed by the Georgian government was to support this particular business [3]. It should be
noted that according to this plan, great importance is attached to domestic tourism. Therefore, the
National Tourism Administration of Georgia launched a campaign for the development of domestic
tourism called "Travel for Georgia", within which the implemented projects contributed to the
promotion of the regions, as well as the promotion of domestic tourism and attracting visitors to
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tourist sites [2].

“After long months of isolation, when all restrictions on movement are lifted, people will
have a desire to leave the city and relax in nature. It is important to offer such tourism products that
cover the countryside, resorts, protected areas, nature reserves, i.e. virus free zones / safe zones”.[4,
I. Khasaia, 2020]

People who went on vacation abroad will turn to domestic tourism, stay in hotels, relax in
nature, and visit attractions.

Recently, there has been an increased interest in rural tourism in Georgia and, in particular,
in Imereti. Many objects have appeared especially near nature reserves, protected areas, famous
monuments of history and culture.

Imereti is one of the regions in Georgia with the largest number of domestic tourists after
Thilisi. It can offer Covid-free rehabilitation zones - places with distinctive healing factors and
landscape features.

The aim of the presented study was to determine the demand for recreation in rural areas
after the first wave of the pandemic and how this contributed to the rural tourism business.

As studies have shown, in the post-pandemic reality (the first wave of the pandemic) such
areas of tourism as rural tourism, wine tourism, ecotourism and others were prioritized for Imereti.

The coronavirus pandemic changed people's lives, views, pushed them back from the city to
the countryside, to their abandoned homes, the desire to visit relatives and loved ones, to engage in
and enjoy farming, to live in nature and to lead a healthy lifestyle. 40% of the respondents were
resting in the villages of Imereti and 75% of them lived in their second house.

We can say that domestic visitors have facilitated the rural tourism business, many family
hotels have operated with 40% occupancy, intensified local cuisine and wine tasting in the cellars
(39% of respondents benefited from this) and more.

The pandemic has changed many things in people’s lives and the post-pandemic situation
will probably be different as well. However, on the example of Imereti, we can say for sure that
there is a growing demand for relationships, spending more time with family members, relaxing in
nature and in a healthy environment with relatives and friends.
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TpeOoBanus K 0(pOPMIICHHIO HAYYHBIX CTATEH:

* OOBIOM CTaTbM HE JJOJDKHO OBITH MeHblIe 3 cTpaHul U He Oosbiue 10 crpanun (Ha 6ymare A4 dopmara,
rae ¢ untepBaigoM 1,15 mone ¢ Bepxy 3cMm. cHu3y 2,5 cMm., cieBa 2,5cM. crpasa 2cM. ab3an 1 cm. Ge3
HyMepauuy CTPaHUHHI ¥ IEPEHOCOB) C YUETOM YepTexeil, TaOluIl, pe3loMe U JINTEPaTyPHl.

*Cratbs 10JDKHA OBITH BBITIOJIHEHA TEKCTOBBIM penakTopom Word.

* ]I TPY3MHCKOT'O TEKCTa JIOJDKHO OBITh MCITOJIb30BaH MpudT - Sylfaen ,11pt.

* ]l aHTJIMHACCKOTO U pycckoro Tekcta mpudt - Times New Roman ,11 pt.

* HazBanme ctaThH, 14pt. Bold.

*C mporyCKOM OJTHOM CTPOKH — M3l 1 (hamuutvst aBTopa (aBTopos). Bold.

*C mpoIyCKOM OJIHOM CTPOKH Hay4HBIE KaueCcTBa U MECTO paboTHI 12pt.

*C mpomycKOM JBYX CTpPOK — aHatomus ctatbu 10pt ( He Ooinbire 500 meyaTHBIX 3HAKOB)

* CHpoIlyCKOM OJIHOH CTPOKH-COJIep)KaHHE CTaThU.

*C npoIyCKOM OJTHOM CTPOKH — CIIMCOK MCIIOJIb30BAaHHOM JINTEPATyphl, GaMUIUs aBTOPOB, Ha3BaHUS TPYZa

( M31aTeNnBCTBO, TOPO, TOJ, YHCIIO CTPAHML, WILTIOCTPALNN).

*C mpoImycKkoM oJHOM cTpokwu, Pesrome (Abstract) Ha aHMIMHCKOM SI3BIKE,UTO JOJDKHO COCTOBJISATH MOJIOBUHY
CTaThbM TIPEJCTABIIEHHOW HAa TPY3MHCKOM W PYCCKOM s3bIkax (Ha3BaHue ctatbm 14 pt Bold; ums u
(dhamumus aBropa(oB) 12 pt Bold; Hayunas creneHs, 3BaHHe, MeCTO PabOTHI, TOPO, CTpaHa 12 pt, mpudT
Tekcrta 12 pt);

* 11t uepTexeit U WILTIOCTPaIUil B cTaThe J0JDKEH ObITh uctionb3oBad JPEG wimu BMP — dopwmar.

*MaremaTudeckre GopMyIIbl JOIDKHEI OBITh HCIIONIB30BaHbl Equation pemakTopom.

* ABTOp OTBETCTBEHEH 32 COJIEPKaHHEN KauyeCTBO CTAaThH.

*OmHUM aBTOPOM JIOJDKHO OBITH MpeJcTaBiIeHO He Oojee 2 cTaThu.

*Crarpsi 111 NyOJMKaUMM JOJDKHA OBITH IIpejcTaBieHa Ha Oymare (OOMH SK3EMIULIp) M B JIIOOOM

9JIEKTPOHHOM BHJIE.

*BBIITycK )KypHaja OCyLIECTBIISIETCS 38 CUET aBTOPOB.

* CTOMMOCTD O/THOM cTpaHUIBI — 7 JJapu. B 3Ty cTouMOCTH BXOAUT OJMH K3eMILISAP KypHAJIa.
JleHe:KHBII MepeBo/ ocylecTBIsIeTCs: Yepe3 kKyTaucckuii puiaman TBC 6anka.
GE63TB7524336080100002

JlomomHATENHFHO 0OpamanTech 1o aapecy :

4600,Kyrancu, [llepBammmze 53

I'maBHbIi penakrop: JlopTrkunanuase Posza

Ten.:599 23 64 79;577 28 28 54
E-mail:subtropikiroza@mail.ru subtropikiroza@yahoo.com
YueOnblii Cexperapb: Apajumsuiaun Huno
Ten.: 599 49 09 86; 598 42 41 22
E-mail: ninaval 111@mail.ru
Brnmanmne: OmutaueHHas! KBUTAHIUS OTIIPABIIIETCSI BMECTE CO CTaThEN
E-mail:agronews2016@gmail.com
web page: iaa.com.ge
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