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Perspectives for the development of bio-winemaking - bio-winemaking in
Georgia
Roman Beltadze
Doctoral student
Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi, Georgia

Abstract

The establishment and development of organic viticulture and winemaking in Georgia does not have
a long history. This direction of the field is a kind of novelty in agriculture. The first organic producers in
the country appeared 15-20 years ago. During this period of time, the fundamental principles of bio-
viticulture-bio-winemaking were gradually refined. It more or less adapted to the conditions of Georgia and
adapted to the existing standards in Europe.

In Georgian viticulturists-winemakers and mainly in small family wineries, the direction of bio-wine
production is significantly gaining ground. Which is due to the high price and demand in the market. The
average price of one bottle of Georgian bio-wine ranges from 20 to 35 GEL depending on the place of
origin and names. Consequently, the demand and desire of small farm owners to switch to bio-wine
production as soon as possible by bio-viticulture standards is high.
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According to the National Statistics Office of Georgia, grape resources and use have increased
significantly recently. By 2006, the grape resources totaled 361 thousand tons, of which 24 thousand tons
of wine were exported only. These data were changing every year, and by 2020 amounted to 650 thousand
tons. Of which 98 thousand tons of wine were exported.

There is also a significant increase in the area occupied by perennial plants, according to the 2017
census, 36.1 thousand hectares were planted with vines in Georgia, and by 2020 it amounted to 41.2
thousand hectares. Which provides a sufficient basis for the development of organic viticulture in the long
run.

According to the National Statistics Office of Georgia, the number of land use and less fertile land is
significant and important information. Which is also one of the important factors for the development of
organic viticulture.

Organic viticulture is an area of agriculture that does not use potent and systemic pesticides, herbicides
and mineral fertilizers. Therefore, the final product - grapes - is a useful and "living" product for human
health, from which precious wine is obtained, which, unlike most industrial wines, is a precious beverage.
There is a great potential for the development of bio-viticulture in Georgia and it should be noted that this
issue concerns not only viticulture-winemaking, but also every field of agriculture, which needs to be used

properly.
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