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Abstract
School excursions and their organization

Manana Kobakhidze Invited specialist at Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi ,
Georgia .
Lela Dograshvili Teacher of Ivane Javakhishvili School "Imedi”, Kutaisi, Georgia.

Educational excursions are the type of activities characterized with high level of student
participations. Excursions come in two main forms: overview and thematic, school trips can be of either type,
but overview excursions outside of the city are the most common. To ensure the safety of school excursions,
new regulations have been set. The main requirement for excursions should be more learning and less play.

Keywords: School excursion, thematic, overview, excursion guide and Regulation.

School trips are outstanding activities with high student involvement. In addition to allowing
students to see different objects and learn visually, it makes them experience the material they have
learned at school, outside the class setting. It encourages their development of social and creative
skills. An excursion is the best way to showcase one's sense of responsibility and potential.

Due to the nature of their purpose, there are two main forms of excursion. An excursion can
either be an "overview" of important historical places and artifacts around the city, or revolve
around a certain common theme, thus referred to as "thematic", a purpose of which is to connect a
specific theme (eg. time period, historically significant event and so on) to the place of their trip.

An "overviewing" type of excursion will consist of students going around the city and seeing
for themselves physical remnants of the past they have learned about at school.

An excursion is an overview if it covers several topics like: "old and new Kutaisi", "old
districts of the city", "visiting the museum-city", "Romantic Kutaisi ", "historic places of the city",
etc.

The thematic excursions are: "The Theatric Kutaisi", "the musical Kutaisi", " G.Tabidze and
Kutaisi", "the green blanket of the city", "sporty Kutaisi", etc.

Excursions involve a trip that is either within the city or outside of the city. Most commonly
an excursion happens inside the city and usually these types of excursions vary from 6 to 16 hours
in duration, and 100-150 kilometers in length.

Since the highways of Georgia do not yet fit the international standard, travelling more than
300 kilometers causes children to experience fatigue and all sorts of negative emotions.
Ergonomics, the amount of physical activity a growing child can handle without getting tired, is the
first thing to consider while planning an excursion or a tour.

Excursions outside of the city can be grouped as follows: Historical, Ecological, Production-
Economic, Art centric, Literary and others. These excursions commonly follow multiple plans,
meaning they cover all sorts of topics, mostly focusing on the knowledge of different parts of our
country.

If the prevalent theme of the excursion is literature, then it is a literary excursion. Example of
such being: G.Tabidze 's house Museum in "Vani- Chgvishi”, "skhvitori Savane" -- Akaki
Tsereteli House
museum and so on.

Tours of the historical theme include: "Mwvaneyvavila (eng. greenflower)- Motsameta -
Gelati". National Archeological museum of Vani. Excursion to Sataflia protected area, Prometheus



cave, Okatse Canyon, Tskaltubo, Sairme, Gordi and other resorts.

Recently the accidents during excursions have been occurring more frequently, so we have
adopted new regulations to ensure the safety of school field trips.

According to the new law, a vehicle used on an excursion must have passed a technical
inspection, and must be equipped with seatbelts. The amount of passengers must not exceed the
factory limit. Since the May of this year, the Ministry of Education has implemented a new
regulation on school trips: The excursion location should not be more than 150 kilometers away
from the school. It is forbidden to go on an overnight excursion. An area that is close to a river or
landslide-prone, as well as and other dangerous territories, is prohibited.

In my opinion the ban is not solution, the excursion should be guided by a professional, who
is certified and experienced, can give first aid if needed, and provides us with information on the
objects we are looking at. We should remember that the excursion has always been is and will be
an interesting and educational activity for students. The main requirement of the excursion should
be more knowledge and less entertainment.
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