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Abstract
Religious tour in Katsakh

Sergo Tsagareishvili

Academic Doctor of Agriculture, Associate Professor, Akaki Tsereteli State University,
Kutaisi, Georgia

Akaki Naskydashuvili

Academic Doctor of Geography, Associate Professor, Akaki Tsereteli State University,
Kutaisi, Georgia

Mariam Mchedlidze

Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi, Georgia

Religious tourism is very popular all over the world. The territory of Imereti, just like the whole
country of Georgia, contains historic and cultural monuments from ancient, late and early Christian era, all
of which being of interest to not only tourists but also the professionals in the field. We present to you,
located in the village Katskhi of municipality of Chiatura, the monastery complex of Katskhi pillar and
Katskhi church. Our goal is to raise awareness to these interesting destinations for the development of
religious tourism, which will in turn bring more tourists to Imereti region.

keywords: religion, Katskha pillar, monastery, temple, cross, tourism

Katskhi - village located in the municipality of Chiatura, upper part of Imereti, surrounds
both sides of the river Katskhuri, is 610 meteres above sea level and, 11 kilometers away from
Chiatura. The first mention of this village dates back to the 11th C. A. D. Texts from late Feudal
period refer to a "Katskha cixe(castle)" which originally belonged to the royal government, in the
17th century became a property of Abashidze nobility, and after 18th century, to this day, once
again belongs to a royal givernment. The ruins of the castle are located at the right banks of river
Katskhuri. In the center of the village stands X-XI century architectural monument - Katskhi
temple. Katzkhi pillar, column like limestone stucture, is located in the territory of Chiatura district,
at the watershed of the rivers Katskhuri and Gvitori. Some scholars believe that the Katshki pillar
initially presented an abode of monophysite exiles, but this idea is not highly regarded, due to
insufficient arguments. There are two small churches on the upper platform of the pillar (today they
remain in the form of ruins). Researchers associate the building of chapels in such places with the
Stylite practice in the 6th century that was widespread in Asia and most importantly - Syria, with
which Christian Georgia had close relations. One church (5th century) is built with locally mined,
roughly processed stone, with its apse carved into the rock, while the second (V1 century) is built
with smooth blocks which were transported up, it also has a crypt (lower floor-burial). Until
recently, it was impossible to climb the Katskha pillar without mountaineering equipment. The
Katsakh pillar is a rock mass formed as a result of tectonic movement and is included in the Red
List. The column is about 40-45 meters tall, its angular crown area is about 150 square meters. The
column is worn out at the base, and it's narrower than its top, which creates a negative slope
making it even more inaccessible. At the base of the pillar, stands Bolnian type cross, from around
the 6th century, similar to ones found in Bolnisi and Syria. The church was built here after 2-3
centuries. The monastery of Katzkhi pillar is very similar to the Meteora monasteries in Hessalia
(Greece), similarly built on inaccessible rocks. Symbolically, they are a place connecting heaven
and earth. Before Christianity, "Pillar” fulfilled the purpose of pagan fertility deity.

Around the same time, early Middle Ages, the territory on the west border of the country



was marked, even the name of the Katskhi sveti "dzeli tskhoveli" - svetistskhoveli ("sveti"- pillar,
and "tskhoveli"- animal/animate), in this century, was given to the Mtskheta cathedral. The name
symbolizing the victory over paganism. This religion is also confirmed by the fact that the day of
the Katskhi pillar is on Friday, according to Joansher, every Friday is the day of the Mtskheti Cross
Temple. In 1946 all the information gathered from expeditions were published by V. Tsintsadze.

In 1972, the collapse of the ancient Linden, caused the crypt under the roots of the tree to
open, here were found archeological artefacts. In 1997, monastic life begun thriving in this area,
making it necessary to create proper conditions and leading to rebuilding of some of the churches.
In 1854, the whole monastery underwent a "restoration”, as a result, the building was stripped of its
old "robe"(decorated with beautiful carvings) and was re-plastered. Today, only the surrounding
area has preserved its original form, unfortunately, even this work of art no longer embodies the
spirit of the original, as it has been painted white for unknown reasons. In the courtyard of the
cathedral there is a monumental bas-relief of a lion, thought to be initially placed on the wall of the
building, but was removed after the "restoration" of 1854. There are bas-reliefs (mainly figures of
lions) above all the entrances of the church. All the bas-reliefs of the temple have inscriptions of
Asomatruli. It was built by the Bagwashi (in the main entrance of the building there are the figures
of the coat of arms of the Bagwashi: a lion and an "elderly angel"). Burried here are one of the most
powerful and prominent feudal lords in the history of Georgia, Liparit IV Baghvash ( during the
reign of Bagrat 1V). After the defeat of Bagvashi nobility, the Katskhi monastery was abandoned
until the 16th century, when it was restored by its new owner, Abulasar Amirejib.

This natural, historic, cultural and religious monument of Katskha, is a very interesting
tourism complex, and will have a positive impact on bringing more tourists, as well as increasing
the income, in the Imereti region.
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